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My, CORBOY: Of course it was not car-
ricd on a party vote, becaunse the Labour
Party were then sifting in  Opposition.
Quite a number who supported the then
Government voted in favour of the motion.
Appavently it must have heen the death knell
of some of them, beeause they are not now
members of this Chamber.

My, Gieorge: There were some who are stiil
here.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. The Whip of the
Opposition, the member for Subiaco {(Mr.
Richardson) was one who voted for the
motion. The Government of the day should
have taken notice of the decizion of the
House at the time, but that was not done.
The Housc determined that-the time was
ripe for the establishment of a State in-
snrance uoffice and although nothing was
done at that time, ¥ am grateful that at
long last the present Laboor Government
have seen fit to move in that direction. T
would have preferred to have had the ques-
tion dealt with at the original session of
the presert Parvliament, but it is better
late than never. T hope that, havinz
turned their attention to this question, the
Government will not confine the activities
of the State insuranee office to those at
present covered by them, such as workers’
compen=ation and so on, but will enlarge
the zeope of the proposal to enable the
State insuranee office to compete with
other offices in all forms of insurance.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Tt is a pity they
did not wait wntil the Bill eamme hefore us.

Mr. Panton: And let miners die like sheep
in the meantime!

My. CORBOY: Tt is easy to see that the
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E, B.
Johrston) does nct represent a wining
eonstitueney. If he did so, he would know
that insurance companies will not cover
men who are saerificing their lives in the
mining industry. Nor yet would he be so
callous as to suggest that the Government
should walt. On the contrary, he would
desire the (iovernment to go ahead and
cover the miners.

The Minister for Mines: It shounld have
been dune years ago.

Mr. CORBOY: I believe that not only
the Government here, but every State Gov-
ernment as well have the sympathy of the

people of Ausiralia as a whole in the con-

test now being waged with the Federal
Government on several points, These in-
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clude the per capite payment, the petrol
tax and so on. Certainly I am convinced
that the people of Western Australia,
with, perhaps, one exception, are behind
the Government and will support them in the
attitude they are adopting regarding the
Federal Government. I have much
pleasure in submitting the motion I have
moved.

ME, PANTON (Menzies) [418]: 1 form-
ally secend the motion.

On motion by Mr, George, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 420 pm.

Legisiative  Council,
Tuesday, 3rd August, 1926,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.am., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Debate resumed from 29th July.

HON, J. EWING (South-West) [4.50}:
Since we adjourned some seven months ago
there have been some chianges in the mem-
hership of this House. OFf those who ocen-
pied seats in the Chamber, three have heen
defeated. The electors in their wisdom
decided that those gentlemen should fall by
the way, and they have done so. I cannot
help expressing regret that such has heea
the case. T think the new members will
understand tle spirit in which this is said,
and what these words are meant to imply.
When they have become old memhers themn-
selves, should they chance to fall by the
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way, the same expressions of regret will be
uttered concerning them by remaining
members of the House. 1 congratulate
those seven members who were returned to
their seats, some after sirenuous fighting,
and others without opposition. We are all
pleased to see them back again, To the
three new members, Sir William Lathlain,
Mr. Kempton and Mr. Mann, I extend, in
common with other members, a hearty wel-
come, and congratulate them upor their
success. 1 feel sure they will like the en-
vironment of this House, and enjoy their
association with their fellow members.
They will learn that outside the Chamber
politics do not come into operation, and
that inside the Chamber we are liberal in
interpreting other members’ views and are
always ready to extend to them every kind-
ness and ¢ourfesy that we ean. I under-
stand that all of them have been in publie
life already, other than in Parliamentary
life, and no doubt they will be able to profit
hy the wisdom they have already acquired
in that direction, and by their experience in
municipal and other questions. I know that
from you, Mr. President, they' will receive
all the ussistance and kindness it is possible
for one in your pesition to extend to them.
I notice that the financial position occupies
s prominent place in the Speech. It is a
very long doecument, but it is instructive,
and eontains many matters of vast import-
ance to the State. Whether a member
speaks for a long or a short time, he usually
endeavours to interpret the wishes of the
Government, and, from the experience we
have gained of different classes of Govern-
ment, he endeavours to ascertain how the
State is progressing. The most important
thing for any counniry to consider is its
finances. When we look at France and other
parts of the Continent, as well as England,
we find that the financial position is re-
garded as the most important of all. I
shall endeavour to speak on this question
without eriticism, but to set out what ap-
pears to me to be the true position. I shall
endeavour to show how we have progressed
from year to year, and to compare the
period covered during the life of the pre-
vious Government with that covered during
the life of the existing Government. I need
hardly stress the importance to the welfare
of the State of wiping ount the deficit, and
of this being done in a manner that will
appeal to us all.
the revenue for the year was £8,808,000 and

The Speech shows that

the expenditure £8,907,000, leaving a deficit
of £99,000. It is anticipated by the Gov-
ernment that by the end of the present
financial year the deficit will be wiped out.
In my opinion the deficit should have been
wiped out in the first year of office of the
present Government. Sir James Mitchell,
when Treasurer, pledged himself at the
elections that if he were returned to
power the deficit would be wiped out in his
first year of office, Unfortunately he was
not returned to power, for the people in
their wisdom defeated his party. I did
not anticipate that it would take three
years to wipe out the defieit. Let me com-
pare the two years subsequent to the advent
of the present Government with the two
years which concluded the administration
of the Miteliell Government. « Mr. Corboy,
in another place, referred to the finanecial
position and the deficit, and Mr. Cray in
this Chamber did likewise. FKach implied
that the present Government had done far
better work in the way of wiping out the
deficit than did the previgus Government.
T do not wish to find fault with the Gov-
ernment. They are doing excellent work
in many directions. I oppese them, how-
ever, on principle, but when they do good
work I am prepared to support them as far
as possible.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Even to voting for
them.

Hon, J. EWING: I have not done that
vet,

Hon, J. R. Brown: But yon have sup-
ported them.

Hon. J. EWING: One can support them
without necessarily voting for them. Wi
is only right that every member should
stndy the financial position, and arrive at
his own conelusions eoncerning it. I have
endeavoured to analyse the figures that
appear in the ordinary pamphlets issned bv
the Government. In 1910-11 there was a
small surplus of £13,000. That surplus has
heen discussed on many oecasions, and it
has even been denied that it ever existed.
Since that time there has heen a long suc-
cession of deficits, They ocenrred year
after wvear, nntil 1921-22, when the peak
was reached, namely a defieit of £733,000.
At no time in the history of the State has
there been so great a deficit as that,
although in one vear it was £732.000. In
1511-12 the deficit was £134,409, and sub-
sequentlv it roge to the figure T have men-
tioned. Tp to that point the war had heen
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on. We lhad a drought in 1914, and many
difficulties confronted the Government. Lt
was almost beyond the power of any
Premier or Parliament to stem the tide
during those years. Let me now explain
what really saved the situation. In 1921,
or a year or so before that, the position he-
came very acute. The deficit was increas-
ing every year. Sir James Mitchell was
then in power. He wondered what ought
to be done to save the country and bring it
back to a solvent condition. Many people
were advocating a mark-time policy, and
a nen-borrowing policy. They were suggest-
ing a curtailment of the FPublic Service, and
in other directions advoeating retrenchment,
s0 that the money saved could go towards
wiping off the defieit. Sir James Mitchell
thought that was a wrong policy. Through
the medium of the Agrienltural Bank he
further helped the man on the land, in order
to inerease the rate of production. He sue-
ceeded in his ohject. In 1921-22 he com-
meneed his group scttlement scheme. Through
these aud other schemes an impetus was
given o primary produetion and fo the
man on the land. In 1922-23 he re-
duced the deficit to £405,000. That was
a reduction of £326,000 in one year.
In the vear 1923-2¢ the Mitchell Gov-
ernment was defeated, bot it had been ad-
ministering the affairs of the State for ten
months, and was therefore responsible for
the defieit for that year. The doficit, how-
ever, showed a further reduction to £229,-
000. During the two years preceding the de-
feat of the Mitchell Government, and the
advent of the previous (overnment, Sir
James Mitche!ll reduced the defieit by over
£500,000. If we compare that position with
what obtained during the first two years of
the present administration we can see what
the difference was.

Hon. W, T. Glasheen: Did he do the lot,
or were good seasons responsible for it?

Hon. J. EWING: I will tell the hon.
member in the course of my remarks what
was done. When the present Government
came into office the deficit was £229,000, That
was reduced in the year 19245 by £176,-
N00—a good effort indeed. In the year just
closed the deficit stood at £99,000, which is
£40,000 worse than in the previous year. In
the two vears that the present Administra-
tion lhave been in office the deficit has thus
been reduced by £135,000, as compared with
a reduction during a similar period of
the existence of the Mitchell Administra-

tion, of no less a sum than over
£500,000. There we have a difference
of £367,000. We wonder why this bas
taken place and why it is not possibie te
overcone existing difliculties and to get rid of
the deficit more speedily. In Lhe Governor's
Speech the Government express the hope that
during this year the deficit will disappear al-
together. If it does disappear, it will mean
merely that in its last two years of existence
the Mitehell Administration did better by no
less a sum than £270,060 thau the present
Government will have done during its three
vears of office. Whilst we have every sym-
pathy with the present fiovernment, we
must not fail to analyse the position, and
Five eredit to those to whom it is due. The
revenue position during the year just
closed was satisfactory. Hon. members hav-
ing the figures before them will see that the
revenue received in the year 1923-24 was
£7.865,000, whilst the revenue received last
vear was £8.808,000, an improvement of
nearly £1,000,000, which ecame into the
coffers of the State. I am surprised that
the position is not really bhetter than it
15, but I trust that it will be possible for
the Government this vear to earry out
their intention to wipe out the deficit.
During 1925-26 taxation was inereased by
no less a sum than £244,000. Those figures
cannot bhe controverted. “There was an in-
creaze of receipts from limber to the extent
of £113,000, and tbus it will be seen that
what might be called a clear revenue of
£337,000 was obtained from those two
sources. In that period the deticit was re-
duced by only £135,000. 1n the last year of
the Mitchell Government’s administration the
sandalwood question came before us and it
was stated that the revenue from this source
wolld be between £30,000 and £60,000. This
however, was not supposed to be revenne at
all, but the Legislative Council passed a Bill
that allowed the monev to go into revenus,
That was the proper thing to do. At the
same fime it must be pointed out that that
sum must be credited to the present Gov-
ernment, Therefore, all things being con-
sidered, one cah appreciate the position
that the present Government have been in
since they assumed office-—a position that
ts far more advantageous than that. occu-
pied by the Mitchell Government in 1923-24.
Why, then, has not the deficit been reduced
tn a greafer extent?

Hon. J. R. Brown:
ing speech?

Ts this an electioneer-
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Hon. J. EWING: I am making a speech
that appeals fo me to be a proper one. 1t
is perfeetly fair that I should make these
comparisons te show the relative financial po-
sitions of the two Governments, and to urge
upou the present Government to do their ut-
most to get the State completely ount of debt.
This year the Government stands in what T
consider to be a unigque position, in that it
is going to get an enormous amount of re-
venue, [f, therefore, they do not succeed in
wiping out the deficit, the cleetors will want
to know the reason why. But I am confident
that they will not only wipe ont the defieit,
but will probably show a surplus at the end
of the yvear. As the outcome of the recom-
mendation of the Disabilities Conumission, a
smm of £350,000 has been granted to the
State by the Federal Government. We know
that that money is already in the bank, and
that it will be taken into revenuoe account this
year.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: A special grant ean-
not he treated as revenue.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member does
not know how it is going to be used. It was
a grant made by the Federal Government to
the Western Australian Government and it
may be used to assist to wipe out our de-
fAeit.

Hon. . Nicholson: Wil it not be ear-
marked in some way or other?

Hon. J. EWING: T do not know, but it
will be revenue. A substantial grant has
also been made towards soldicer scttlement in
this State, and a Rill will come before us
shortly. This grant will mean a saving to
the State of £30,000 in the way of interest.
Ts that not something?® Tt wilt surely help
the State tp procecd with development in
other divections. Then we have the migra-
tion agrecment, under which we get momey
at 1 per cent, for the first five vears, and
about 1% per cent. for the next five years.
That, too. will mean 2 considerable annual
savine to the State. We are to receive also
from the Tederal Governnent a speeial
erant of £480,000 for road making. That
is Tor epeeific work and it will result in the
Government finding cmployment for our
reople and gelting in revenue.

Hen. €. F. Baxter: Do not we have to
pay pound for pound?

Hon. J. EWING: We have to find 13s.
for every pouud paid ns by the Commeon-
wealth. At anv rate, it is money that is
coming into the State and will be the means
af providing employment and creating rev-

enue. With all these advantages before
thew, the Government, 1 feel sure, will not
fail to wipe out the deficit whieh has héen

-our bugbear for the last 15 vears.

Ioun, C. I, Baxter: Yuu seem 1o be sure
thav the present Government will be with us
at the cnd of the next financial year.

Hon. J, EWING: In studying the
position of  Western  Australia, one is
alurmed to lind the extent to which the

balance of trade is against us. We find
the manutacturers in the Kastern States
turning out those articles that shiould be pro-
duced by us and supplying us with commodi-
ties that should be produced in Western Aus-
tralia. It is our cuty to proelaim these
things to the people of the State and to
guote the figures represented by the impeorts,
so that the true position may be properly
understood. The high protective dutics that
are in existence are largely responsible for
the balance of trade being against us. I re-
member the time when New South Wales
was almost a free-trade State under the re-
gime of the Reid Administration. It has
now gone over to Protection and i is as
high Protection as one could expeet to find
anywhere. Under that policy, New South
Wales has made great strides; it has over-
taken Vietoria by leaps and hounds. Now
New South Wales has a great population
and' big industries. The balaree of trade
against Western  Australia  last  year
amounted to the huge sum of £6,000,000.
This represents articles that are manufae-
tured in the Bastern States and dumped
into Western Australia. 1 admit that our
population is increasing, hut that inerease
is not what onie would expect to find, and
cevtaivly nothing like the increase that is
taking place in the neighbouring manufae-
turing States of New South Wales and Vie-
toria, whieh are making ns pay dearly for
what we receive from them. T admit alse
that the remedy is difficult to find. In the
year 1925-26 the imports fotalled £€8,566,000,
and the exports mercly £1,445,000, leaving
a balanee against the State of over £7,000,-
000. Hon. members will view these figures
with some alarm. With the development of
our land! and consequent incrensed produe-
tion, and alse with seme encouragement to
recondary indnstries, we shall in time sur-
mount the existing difficultics and reduce
that balance o7 trzde which is now so much
against us. The position is certainly serious
and the people should he made to realise to
what extent wo are imperting from the other
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States arficles that we ourselves should be
producing. We me to-day importing in
enormous quantities butter, cheese, bacon
and hams, jams, jellies, preserved milk, dried
fruits, onions and potatoes of a value of
£1,310,000, Lo say nothing of hoots and
shoes to the extent of £375,000. Our im-
poriations of hacon amount to £124,000 an-
nually. Nobody can challenge the figures [
have quoted. 1f 1 included in fhe list all
the articles manufactured in the Eastern
States and sent to Western Australia, it
wonld show an enormous bill against us.
The list [ have gnoted represents no less
than £1,500,000 annually. .

"Hon, H, Stewart: Tell ns how to make
cur people produce those commodities and
so wij.e oul the imports.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member is
more experienced than I am in agrieulture,
and perhaps when he addresses the House,
he will be able to tell us. When I entered
Parlinmentary life some 25 vears azo, T
hased my first speech upon the question of
aur imports from the Eastern States. Since
that time the popnlation of Western Aus-
tralia has increased enormously, hut in re-
spect of imports we have not improved our
position to any appreciable extent.

Hon. . F. Baxter: Has there been any
inerease in production in vour part of the
State?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes. The South-West
s a paradise, of whieh Mr. Mann and Mr.
Rose. as well as J, ean speak. If members
would only visit it in a eouple of monthy
time, after the excellent rains we have had,
they too wonld feel rroud of it. Tt should
he a great incentive to people who are sot-
iling on the land in various parts of the
State te know that so much of what they
ean produce is recuired for use within the
State. How are we going to produce those
commodities? T look to some of my agricul-
tural friends to tell vs. T think I know, but
T shall defer till a later stage any remarks
T mgy have to offer on that aspect.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Tell us now.

Hon. J. EWING : T desire to touch
lightly upon a< many paragraphs of the
Specch as possible and, if other members do
likewise, the Government will be in a posi-
tion to juige how far this House is with
them or awainst them in the poliey laid
down. T am entirely opposed to the aho-
lition of the per capita payments by the Com-
monwealth Government. It wounld take a
lone time to explain the reasons for my

opposition, but the fact remains that the pro-
posal is not satisfactory to Western Austra-
lia. Neither s it satistzetory to any State
of the Commonwealth. At the Premiers’ con-
ference, the Nationalist Government of Vie-
toria joined with the Lahour Governments
from Lhe other States in opposing the pro-
yosal of the Federal Government, but in
spite of this unanimous opposition, we have
new o rely upon our representatives in the
Senate to try to defeat the Bill. The Senate
was ereated to preserve State rights: yet
there 15 a danger of the smaller States agree-
ing to the measure, Personally T do not
think it will be defeated. I rvegret that the
Federal Governmentl’s proposal was not
mzde the subjeet of a referendum. Had the
wuestion been snbmitted to the people, I {eel
sure it would have been rejected by three
votes 10 one, Though 1 am a strong sup-
porter of My, Bruee and his vomposite Gov-
ernment, T must rvaise my voice when they
suggest something that is likely to be injur-
ions to the State. On the qaesiion of the
per capita payments, the Premier of West-
erir Australia has adopted a very dignified
attitude,

Hon. J. R, Brown: He was rigit n thal,
was he not?

Hou. J. BWING: Mr. Collier bus not in-
dalged in heroies or in any hyslerical out-
bursls; he has ¢noted facts und figures and
lnid the positien clearly before the people,
and L think o majority of our people are in
agreemnent with him.

Ton. J. Cornell: His atntude might Liave
heen dignified, but there was a big diserep-
uaney in the Hgures,

Hon, . EWING: 1 think his figures were
very telling. It has been argued by Mr,
Brure and 1}y, Barle Page, whom we might
terin the joint Primme Ministers of Australia,

that it was not intended (hat the WStates
should share in the Customs and Excise
duties. 1 have read very carelully the Com-

monwealth Constitution und though it is not
clearly stated, it is eertainly implied that the
States should so share, and it was the inten-
tion of the Federal Conventions that the
States for all time should receive a portion
of the Customs and Exeise revenue. 1 enter
a protest against the encroachment of the
Federal authorities upon the domains of the
Stnte. No matter what party micht be in
power, the Commonwealth is constantly en-
croaching upon the prezerves of the States.
The only onteome of such action is unifiea-
tion, and almost every member of this House
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would strongly oppose any movement in that
direction. If the State Parliaments were
abolisbed, we would become little more than
a series of glorified municipalities. We
would certainly cease to be sovereign States.

Hon. J. R. Brown: You need not worry
about that.

Hon. J. Cornell: Can you give us one in-
stance of the Federal (overnment having
gone beyond the Constitution?

Hon. J. EWING: The party with which
Mr. Brown is associated is in favour of uni-
fication, but such o policy would be greatly
to the disadvantage of ali the States and par-
tieninrly Western Australia.

Hon. J. Cornell: Can you give us any one
instance of the Federal Government having
abrogated the Censtitution to eneroach upon
State rights?

Hon. J. EWING: No doubt 1 could, but
1 did not quite eateh what the hon, member
is after. If he puts his queslion in writing
1 may be able to answer it.

Hon. . H. Harris: You did not miss much
of it.

Hon. J. EWEING: The migration agree-
ment has been finalised. Mr. Angwin, who
has charge of group settlement and mi-
aration, is an excellent man for the worl,
and has done his duty fearlessly and well,
though rrerhaps not so vigorously as 1 should
have liked. No doulit he hasz been hindered
owine to the need for altering the agreement,
and his Government have thought fit to deiay
somewhat the seitlement of migrants on the
lund pending the (inalising of the new agree-
ment. Still we have the assuranee that the
Giovernment are entirely in favour of migra-
tion and will go ahead as fast as possible.
Consequently I hope to sce greater |:rogress
in our group setlement work in the immed-
inte future. 1t has been siated that the orig-
inal agreement made with the Tmperial au-
thorities by Sir James Mitchell was not in
the best interests of the State. It is easy to
be wise after the event. The agreement
seerured by Sir James Mitchell was an excel-
lent one. The policy therein enunciated was
lis and his alore. The British Government
have heen good enouch to stand by that
avrcement. It was a fine provision that any
more advantageous terms concluded in sub-
sequent agveements should be made retro-
spective, Consequently the new agreement
is made retrospective to 1922, which will be
of enormous advantage not only to the State
hut to the settlerz working under the agree-
.ment. The new agreement provides for

money at one per cent. interest during the
lirst five years, and about 114 per cent, dur-
ing the second five years. Under it the Gov-
ernment will be able to repurchase estates:
a power that 1 have always advoeated should
be theirs. When Sir James Mitchell was
administering the @roup settlements, he
could desal with only Crown lands. To-day
the Government have power to repurchase
land for this purpose, and this must prove
very helpful in carrving out the policy. Do
members ever consider what a wonderiul
thing it means to be able to borrow large
sums of money at 1 per cent. interest? With
money at such a rate, it should be possible
to do anything.  Has any other country
such a golden opportonity? The new agree-
ment provides for the development of the
State apart from greup scttlement. Elee-
trical works, railways, ete., may Dbe eon-
strueted, and thus the broadening of its pro-
visions must prove of wonderful advantage
to the State.

Hon. H. Stewart: What if it becomes
necessary fo write things down te 25 per
cent. of their value as the Agrienltural Bank
kas had 1o do?

Hon. J. EWING: Under the new agree-
ment money for which we previously had
to pay 5 or 6 per eent. is being made avail-
able at 1 per cent. for the first firve years,
and the agreement is made retrospective to
1922, This is a great opportunity for a
State like Western Australia that iz only
partially developed. I have often heard it
said that owr goldfields have as yet searcely
been secratehed.

Hoen. I H. Harris: They will be seratehed
out if something is not done soon to assist
them,

Hon. J. EWING: Western Australia calls
for a tremendous amonnt of development
work. Tand in the north, east and souath-
west awails settlement, Vast areas of wheat
Jands in the drier areas require to be
opened up, and this money will he avail-
able for that purpose. I am pleased that
the Lahour Government have acted honestly
and fairly by the people on the groups.
Anything that Mr. Angwin has done has
heen done because he considered it right, T
do not say that he is always right; I take
exception to some of the things he has
done, but T am satisfied that in whatever he
has done he has acted, as he believed, for
the hest. After five years of group settle-
ment o'~.:ations, we have 135 groups with
a population of almost 10,000. Two years
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apgo we had as many groups, either mada or
in process of formation, as we have to-day.
This shows that there has been delay, and
such a delay is to the detriment of Western
Australia. In travelling through the Peel
Estate, the Margaret River distriet, Jarn-
adup, Nornalup, and Northeliffe one sees
happy and apparently prosperous people.
Those people are not now living on the
sustenance of 10s. per day, but by working
under contract. Great difficulties seem to
have arisen in connection with the contract
system, and those difficulties have to be
faced. Last week I had the pleasure of
introducing, on behalf of Mr. J. H. Smith
and Mr. Barnard, who were not in town, a
deputation to the Minister for Lands in
this connection. The members of the
deputation represent, or at least claim to
represent, an association of all the group
settlers. In that capacity they certainly
represent a highly important body of men.
Mr. Angwin was not anxious to receive the
deputation, because he said he had finished
with all those questions, Eventually he was
zond enough to allow me to introduce the
deputation (o him, ané he gave them
three hours of his time. Ife also got the
members of the Advisory Committee to
meet the deputation, and the requirements
of the settlers were gone into clause by
clause and letter by letter. Certainly some
advantages resulted from that deputation,
but I wish to point oui to the Honorary
Minister the necessity for asking his col-
league to assist in something he does noi
at present wish to do. He has extended the
limitation of group scttlers’ earnings hv
£1, and has also cut out the dead ecows,
rezgarding which there was some mis-
understanding under the agreemeant. How-
ever stil more is wanted The sec-
retary of the association put up a
proposal that group settlers should be
allowed to earn up to £25 or £30 per month,
and that any balance «f earnings above the
£19 10s. then allowed, but since inereased
to £20 10s.,, should be put to a special
account on behalf of the settler, so that
when he wanted money to go on with such
work as, say, the bnilding of a barn or a
pig sty, funds wounld be available for it.
The surplus, it was sugeested, should not
be used for any other purposes. The
present limitation of earnings is a very
serious  matter, and should receive the
consideration of all members, If a man
works hard at improving his farm. an’

“finetion is one without a difference.

in doing so earns £5 or £6 per week, and 15
willing that a proportion of those earnings
ghould go inte a speeial account such as I
have deseribed, he is showing his bona fides,
for if he leaves the farm he loses that
money, which will then go to benefit the
man who comes after him. I am sure the
Hoporary Minister will put the matter be-
fore his eolleague to see whether something
cannot be done to assist settlers who do so
mueh to assist themselves.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: The scttler is not
limited as to his earnings; he is limited as
to loans.

Hon. J, EWING: As to loans, yes: but
all these moneys are earnings. The dis-
T ask
that the man be allowed to earn up to £25,
ond that any surplus above the present
limitation- should e paid to his eredit to
be used in assisting him to develop his
helding. 1f he is not a good settler and
goes away, that money will go to the man
who follews in his place. I now want to
eombat & statement often made, one that
T know to be wrong. Although a large
number of people who have come here froin
the Old Country are not able to go on wiih
the elass of work which thev tock up on
their arrival lere, and consequently have
gone into the towns, yet their places on the
group settlements have been filled; and.
speaking generally, the group scttlers are
first-class men. Most certainly the women
on the groups are first-class women. We
must recognise the sacrifices that the women
on the group settlements have been making,
especially in this winter of abnorma! rain-,
which have proved most uneomfortable
even to eity residents. The settlers and
their wives have gladly put up with those
diseomforts, and we should take off our
hats to them, and in particular to the
womentelk on the groups. Group seitle-
ment is not in any way a party question.
Sir James Mitcliell started the scheme, and
worked at it for years most excellently
and with great advantage to the State; and
during those years Mr. Collier, Mr. Angwin,
and other members of their party helped Sir
James along with the work. Therefore. we
who are in opposition to the present Gov-
ernment are willing to extend the hand of
friendship and assistance in our turn to them.
Now I wish to refer to a scheme which is of
great importance to the State as a whole.
Hon. members will know what I mean. It
is a scheme in connection with which states-
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manship comes in. It is a scheme designed
to help not ouly the residents of the South-
West, but people all over Western Austra-
lin; and therefore it is a scheme which must
commend itself to all members of the House.
The Collie power scheme bas been advocated
tor years in this Chamber by myself, by M.
Rose, anc Mr, Willmott. In another place it
has heen advoeated over a long period by
members representing the great South-West.
“Hansard” is full of speeches made in
favour, not of building the scheme, but of
obtaining the necessary information to de-
cide whether the scheme is feasible.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: So that it might be
built by private enterprise.

Hon. J. BWING: A motion in that con-
neetion was twiee defeated in this Chamber.
1t was left to the Mitehell Government to
take the business in hand effectively. Event-
ually the subjeet appealed to members so

strongly that a Royal Commission was ap-

pointed to inquire into the possibilities of the
scheme. That body consisted of Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Wiiliamson, Mr. A. A, Wilson, Mr.
Clark, and Mr. King. I am very proud of
those men, and highly appreciate the result
of their efforts, because they did net go o
work in any selfish or parochial way. They
investigated the subject fully, and entirely
with a view to deciding whether the interests
of Western Australia as a whole would be ad-
vanced by the eonstruction of the scheme, M.
Taylor visited the Old Country and there
had many plans prepared in eonnection with
the scheme. He has those plans in his office
to-day, and they are a great credit to him.
The Premier of this Staie went to the Old
Country at a very opportune time, visiting
the various distriets of the United Kingdom,
and also Germany and other European coun-
tries. The hon. gentleman bas told me, and
also stated in public, that he was greatly im-
pressed with the wonderful work done by
power schemes in the old world. He stated
further, that the one thing Western Austra-
lia wanted, and wanted wrgently, was the pro-
duction of cheap power. The hon. gentle-
man ireated the matter in a most statesman-
like manner, and said to the advocates of the
scheme, “If yvou will do so much, T will do
so much.” Tt has been arranged now that
the Government will find pound for pound
with the munieipalitics of Bunbury and Col-
lie. After a survey had been made and the
circalaling water guestion settled, everything
was clear for the making of a veport to the
remier.  Those who said in the old davs that

water power could not be obtained in Collig
did not know the magnitude of the Collie
tiver and the vast stores of water available
there, The doubts in question have been re-
moved by the report of the Commission, and
the Premier appreciates the value of that xe-
port. The scheme proposed is a small one,
and will prove the nucleus of a large scheme,
which will serve a great portion of Western
Australia in years to eome.

Hon. H. Stewart: Is this a fuel power
scheme or a hydrauliec power scheme you are
advoeating?

Hon. J. EWING: There is no need for
me to answer the hon. member’s question.

Hon. H, Stewart: A bydraulie power
scheme would give mueh cheaper power in
Western Australia.

Hon. J. EWING: The man in the street
says that, but there are no mountains in this
country.

Hon. H.
needed.

Hon, J. EWING: YWhere is the water to
be conserved for a hydro-eleetric scheme?

Hon. H, Stewart: It is done on the Rhine,
where there iy little flow,

Hon, J. EWING: The hon. member, being
an engineer, knows that the generation of
clectrieity from coal is cheaper than its gen-
eration from water.

Hon. H. Stewart: Generation from water
is the cheapest of all.

Hon, J. EWING: 1t has been argued many
times that the produetion of electricity from
coal supplies is cheaper than its production
from water.

Hon. H. Stewart: A farthing per unit is
the cost from a hydro-electrie seheme.

Stewart: Mountains are not

Hon. .J. EWING: 1 wish to poeint out
the position T have always assumed on

this question, To me it is a great disap-
pointnient that sueh an enormous amount of
money should have been spent on the pro-
vision of a power station in Perth, This mat-
ter should have been taken in hand five or
ten years ago. Hon. members can ealeulate
for themselves the loss involved in paying
13s. or 14s. per ton freight on coal to bring
it up here instead of its being used at the
pit’s month, The generation of electrieity at
the source of supply is far more advantag-
cous te the ecountry than dragging the tuet
125 miles from the source of supply.

Hon, J. M, Macfarlane: Is there not a
serious loss in the transmission of power over
such a distance?

Hon. J. EWING: No. If the hon. member
interjecting will read works on cleetric power
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and follow closely what is being done in the
United States and Switzerland, he will find
that there is no such loss.

Hon. I&; Rose: We should also consider
what is being done in Victoria.

Hon. J. BWING: Yes. I have always
looked upon this as a huge scheme event-
ually to cost three or four millions sterling,
and a scheme that will be of the greatest
advantage to Western Australia. The pre-
sent scheme is supposed to be for the Sonth-
West, for Collie and Bunbury and the group
settlements; but it is only the nuclens of a
great scheme which will furnish power to all
the country within a radius of 150 miles of
the centre of supply. We all know that

during . the war the cleetricity plants
of the United Kingdom were widely
scaltered, and that for this reason

concentration of power was not feasible.
What is being done now should have heen
done many years age, and Great Britain will
be in a fav better position, should she ever
have to fight in the fufure, to avail herself
of the facilities offering becausze of the elec-
trical eoneentration. T will not deal with this
matter furtber, except to say that I have
been associated with the South-West for
many years and with Collie for 29 years
and [ extend my congratulations and thanks
to the Premter and his Government for their
part in the initiation of the scheme.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then you will not try
to put the Government out next Mareh?

Hon, J. EWING: I will fight them to
the last ditch, not that I object te the Pre-
mier or to any of his colleagues personally,
but merely because I objeet to the great bulk
of their poliey.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You are giving the
Premier a good testimonial !

Hon. J. EWING: Why should he not gat
1t? Asin past years, so T shall in the future,
endeavour to give eredit where it is due.

Hon. J. Xicholson: The Premier will take
your testimonial about with him throughout
the country.

Hon. J. E\€WING: Then § will explain the
position to the people.

The PRESIDENT : Order! Will the hon.
member please address the Chair.

Hon. J. EWING: He is a poor man who
cannot give credit where it is dne. From
«uestinns that have heen asked to-day, I
realise there are members here who are more
conversant with the gold mining industry
than am I. While T know they will give
attention to the requirements of the industry,

it appeals to me as astonishing that sovme-
thing definite has not been done regarding
the gold bonus.

Hon. E. M. Hurris: Are you refernng to
a State honus?

Hon. J. EWIXNG: 1 bave not heard any-
thing about a State gold bonus, Perbaps
the hon. member will ask for the whole of
the £350,000 from the Federal Government
o be expended in connection with the gold
mining industry?

The PRESIDENT: The hon, member ean-
not argue wiih individual members of the
Chamnber.

Hon. J. EWIXG: T read a statement re-
cently urging that the money should he
spent in the direction T have indicated.

Hon. H. Stewart: Albany requires only
£25,000.

Hon. J. EWING: Low grade ores oceur
throughout the Kastern Goldfields and the
Murchison mining districts and the problem
confronting the State is how to work those
low-grade ores profitably. In South Afriea
lower grade ores are worked to advantage
compared with the experience at Kalgoorlie.
How is the difficulty to be overcome? So
far as I ean ascertain, the Government are
trying to do something by the provision of
cheap power. I do not know whether that
seheme will lead to success, but if the gold-
ficlds people consider that they ean gain
advantages from the Premier’s proposals, no
doubt they will participate. It has been
sngrested that concentration is necessary and
this aspeet, as well as all other problems in-
volved, will have to be fully considered. It
will be unpardonable if adequate steps are
not taken in an endeavour to solve the diifli-
culty. 1t has been said that the goldfields
have merely been seratched just as vast
areas in the South-West have been scratehed.
If that be so, many wenderful finds may be
made throughout Western Australia in the
future, and if the gold bonus of £1 per cunce
is granted by the Federal Government, great
developments may follow. One assertion
regarding the bonus has been that it is not
an economi¢ proposition.  What is an
economie proposition? It witl he an cco-
nomic proposition if it will be of advantage
to the State and to our gold mining industry.
At any rate I hope that something tangible
will be done. [In perusing the Governor’s
Speech, I was astounded ai the references
to our harhours. I must admit that the Ger-
aldton harbour is being looked after very
well indeed. I do not say that in any spirit
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of envy. Geraldton has a fine harbour and
the Government are doing their duty in car-
ryimng out improvements there. The Gov-
ernment are also carrying out their duty in
eonnection with the Fremantle harbour.
Hon. H. Stewart: You cannot say that
respecting Albany. There is a fine barbour
at Albany and nothing is being done there.

Hon. J. EWING: The Government are
also spending money to improve the port
at Esperance and I am sure that Mr. Kirwan
15 gratified because of the steps taken in that
dircetion. The Bunbury harbour, however, is
in much the same state as it was ten yeara
ago, and no improvement is shown there at
all. We are told that dredging is proceed-
ing, but dredging has been proceeding for
years. If the present condition of the har-
bour is to be the position after so many
vears of dredging, then may the Lord help
those settlers in the Sonth-West who reguire
200d harbour facilities at the port of Bun-
hnry. 1 am aware that the announcement
has been made that the new Engineer-in-
Chief, Mr. Stileman, is to preparc a report
and plans and also that Sir George Buch-
anan rteported on the harbour work. Per-
haps from the joint reports something may
be evoived which will be of permanent ad-
vantage to the Bunbury harbour.

Hon. H. Stewart: The Bunbury harbour
work is a pretty difficult proposition,

Hon. J. EWING: I believe it is.

Hon, H. Stewart: Then it would be better
{o spend the money at Albany!

Hon. J. TAWING: I do not say that the
present Government have done less than
other Governments, but T do contend tkat
various Governments have failed in their
duty to do whal should have been done
many years age. I hope that some definite
statement will be made shortly so that we
may know what is to be done at Bunhury.

Hon. A. Burviil: There is plenty of room
for improvement at Albany.

Hon. J. EWING: The harbonr facilities
at Busselton also require attention. Bussel-
ton has not had mueh attention in the past.
The jetty requires lengthening and widening.

Hon. . Stewart: Js it not the longest
Jetty now?

Hon, J. EWING: At present timber for
export is heing carried past Busselton to
Bunbury. This ineurs loss of time and in-
creased freight eharges, and imposes a hard-
ship upon those econcerned.  Something
should be done to provide better shipping

facilities at Busselton. We are now com-
meneing a session that will be of importance
to the State. Often the third sessions of
Parliaments are referred to as “window-
dressing” sessions. The elections follow the
conclusion of this term and naturally every
member who desires to be re-elected to his
present position in the Legislative Assembly
is anxious to place before his constituents
particulars of the work he has been able to
accomplish. Despite that, I hope that useful
work will be done. The Bills mentioned in
the Governor’s Speech do not appeal to me
apart from that relating to insurance and
workers’ compensation. I will not deal with
that question now because we will have to go
into the pros and cons and arrive at a deci-
sion as to what is right or wrong. I am
opposed to State enterprise, and if this par-
ticular Bill does not appeal to me as being
right, T shall oppose it. At the same time I
shall give it every consideration because I
know the obligation that is upon me, as it is
upon every other member, to see that justice
is meted out to those suffering from miners’
phthisis. For that reason we must give very
careful consiceration to the Bill before tak-
ing any steps to reject it. Naturally the
Bill will be passed in the Assembly, but
when it reaches this Chamber we will be in
a position to do what is best in the interests
of the State. 1 regard this question as one
of the most important that will come before
us. The effect of it will be cxplained by gold-
fields members in particular, but the fact
remains that we must see that compensation
is made available to the men concerned. At
the moment I am not prepared to say how
test that end ean be achieved, and I will
reserve my judgment until the Bill comes
before us. It is a matter for congratulation
that wonderful rains have fallen throughout
the State. Some people consider that we
have had too mueh rain. It is many years
since [ was with the Midland Railway Com-
pany, but in those cays we were always
working up to our knees in water. For
many years the dams have been dried up
and farming has been carried on with diffi-
cultv regarding water supplies. It is won-
derful to eontemplate that all the dams are
filled to-day for it means much in assisting
towards the general prosperity of Westérn
Australia. )

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.



